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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1941 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population. 

The  population  of  Kiveton  Park  Rural  District  in  1941  was 
15,670,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar  General.  This 
estimate  is  much  smaller  than  those  given  for  the  years  previous 
to  the  War,  and  it  is  also  much  less  than  the  census  population  of 
1931,  which  was  17,034. 

Births. 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  Kiveton  Park  Rural 
District  in  1941  was  286,  of  which  151  were  males  and  135  females. 
The  birth-rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  18.25.  This  is 
lower  than  the  birth-rate  of  1940  which  was  19.0  per  thousand, 
but  it  is  considerably  higher  than  the  birth-rates  of  the  ten  years 
previous  to  the  war.  It  is  also  much  higher  than  the  birth-rate 
for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  14.2  per  thousand,  and  which, 
incidentally,  was  the  lowest  birth-rate  ever  recorded.  An  increase 
in  illegitimate  births  found  in  other  districts  as  a result  of  the  War, 
has  not  occurred  at  Kiveton  Park.  There  were  11  illegitimate 
births  in  1941,  compared  with  14  in  1940,  7 in  1939  and  an  average 
of  12  for  the  ten  pre-war  years. 

Still  Births. 

There  were  10  still  births,  none  of  which  were  illegitimate. 
Still  births  comprised  3.5  per  cent  of  the  total  births  registered. 
This  is  the  same  percentage  as  that  recorded  in  England  and 
Wales. 

Death  Rate. 

There  were  162  deaths  (105  males  and  57  females).  The  death- 
rate  was  10.03  per  thousand,  compared  with  11.19  per  thousand 
in  1940  and  10.1  per  thousand  in  1939.  This  shows  a highly  satis- 
factory improvement  under  war  conditions.  The  death-rates  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  same  three  years  were  12.9  in  1941, 
14.0  in  1940  and  12.1  in  1939.  These  rates  were,  however,  influenced 
by  violent  deaths  due  to  the  War.  Death-rates  due  to  illnesses 
alone  were  11.7  in  1941,  12.7  in  1940  and  11.5  in  1939. 


3 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

There  were  13  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age.  One  of 
these  infants  was  an  illegitimate  child.  The  infantile  mortality 
rate  was  44  per  thousand  briths,  compared  with  40  in  1940  and  33 
in  1939.  The  corresponding  rates  for  England  and  Wales  have 
also  shown  a steady  increase  with  58  in  1941,  56  in  1940  and  50 
in  1939. 

In  spite  of  the  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  among 
babies  during  the  past  two  years,  the  infantile  mortality  rates  for 
Kiveton  Park  are  extremely  satisfactory  for  war  conditions. 


The  following  table  gives  a comparison  between  the  Kiveton 
Park  statistics  and  those  of  other  districts 


Kiveton 

Park 

Rural 

District 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Pop.  25,000 
— 50,000  at 
1931  census 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Live  Births 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilia 

.n  Populat 

ION 

18.25 

14.2 

14.7 

16.4 

8.9 

Still  Births 

0.64 

0.51 

0.58 

0.60 

0.33 

Deaths  : 

All  causes 

10.03 

12.9 

14.9 

13.0 

16.3 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.06 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

Diphtheria 

0.13 

0.07 

0.08 

0.06 

0.03 

Influenza 

0.19 

0.19 

0.17 

0.20 

0.15 

Measles  ... 

0.00 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Rates  p 

er  1,000  Li\ 

^e  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 
year  of  age 

44 

59 

71 

56 

68 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

0.13 

5.1 

7.5 

4.6 

6.8 
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Kiveton 

Park 

Rural 

District 

England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
Pop.  25,000 
— 50,000  at 
1931  census 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

R, 

\tes  per  1,000  Civile 

s.n  Population. 

Notifications  : 
Typhoid  fever  ... 

0.06 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

Paratyphoid 
fever  ... 

0.00 

0.09 

0.12 

0.09 

0.05 

Cerebro-spinal 
fever  ... 

0.57 

0.25 

0.31 

0.20 

0.30 

Scarlet  fever 

2.23 

1.47 

1.49 

1.51 

1.01 

Whooping  cough 

3.70 

4.39 

4.37 

4.50 

3.50 

Diphtheria 

1.02 

1.25 

1.53 

1.19 

0.93 

Erysipelas 

0.45 

0.30 

0.36 

0.27 

0.50 

Measles  ... 

6.82 

10.33 

8.27 

10.47 

4.77 

Pneumonia 

2.36 

1.25 

1.53 

1.04 

1.07 

Rati 

;s  per  1,0< 

30  Total  Bi 

rths  (Live 

a.nd  Still). 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Puerperal 

Infection 

0 

0.48 

Others  ... 

0 

1.75 

Total 

0 

2.23 

Notifications  : 
Puerperal  fever 

0.12 

11.91 

15.64 

9.43 

2.29 

19.33 

Deaths  from  all  the  infections  diseases  except  diphtheria  were 
lower  in  Kiveton  Park  than  in  other  districts. 


Cerebro-spinal  fever,  scarlet  fever  and  pneumonia  occurred 
rather  more  frequently  than  in  other  districts  of  England  and 
Wales,  while  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  measles  were  less 
common. 


There  were  fewer  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  in  Kiveton  Park 
and  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 
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The  next  table  gives  the  actual  number  of  births  and  deaths 
registered  in  the  district  for  the  past  seventeen  years,  and  the  birth 
and  death-rates  calculated  upon  the  estimated  population  for  each 
vear. 

j 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 

of 

Births 

Birth 

Rate 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Number 

of 

Infant 

Deaths 

Infantile 

Mortality 

1941 

15,670 

286 

18.2 

162 

10.3 

13 

44 

1940 

15,540 

299 

19.2 

174 

11.2 

12 

40 

1939 

16,420 

268 

16.3 

138 

8.4 

9 

33 

1938 

16,320 

264 

16.2 

147 

9.0 

11 

40 

1937 

16,290 

245 

15.0 

168 

10.3 

13 

53 

1936 

16,470 

249 

15.1 

161 

9.8 

17 

68 

1935 

16,570 

252 

15.2 

141 

8.5 

15 

60 

1934 

16,620 

248 

14.9 

127 

7.6 

10 

40 

1933 

16,760 

248 

14.8 

158 

9.4 

18 

73 

1932 

16,850 

261 

15.5 

160 

9.5 

26 

99 

1931 

17,170 

306 

17.8 

174 

10.0 

23 

75 

1930 

17,730 

314 

17.7 

142 

8.0 

23 

73 

1929 

17,730 

346 

19.5 

159 

8.9 

23 

66 

1928 

17,930 

359 

20.0 

140 

7.8 

22 

60 

1927 

17,550 

333 

18.9 

147 

8.4 

26 

78 

1926 

17,460 

381 

21.8 

157 

9.0 

24 

63 

1925 

16,700 

388 

23.2 

164 

9.8 

22 

57 

1924 

16,470 

389 

23.6 

157 

9.5 

24 

62 

This  table  shows  how  the  birth-rate  fell  steadily  year  by  year 
until  it  reached  its  lowest  level  in  1933  after  a year  of  economic 
depression.  This  was  followed  by  a gradual  rise  in  births  until  the 
1929  rate  was  reached  again  in  1940.  There  was  a slight  decline 
in  1941. 

The  death-rate  also  showed  variations  with  peaks  in  1931  and 
1937.  There  was  a rise  in  the  death-rate  in  1940  to  11.2,  which  was 
undoubtedly  due  to  the  War.  The  improvement  shown  in  1941 
did  not  bring  it  back  to  pre-war  levels.  The  higher  death-rates 
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of  1940  and  1941  were  due  to  a heavier  toll  being  made  upon  the 
older  sections  of  the  population.  Deaths  among  infants  and 
children  remained  remarkably  low  in  spite  of  the  War. 

This  confirms  the  findings  of  medical  examinations.  The  badly 
fed  and  badly  clothed  children  of  the  chronic  unemployed  have 
been  greatly  reduced  in  numbers.  The  food  rationing  system,  the 
milk  and  school  dinners  schemes  and  better  economic  conditions 
have  greatly  benefited  a large  proportion  of  the  child  population 
in  the  area.  Lower  mortality  rates  have  followed. 
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The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Diphtheria 

— 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  Diseases  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

Acute  infectious  Encephalitis 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  of  the  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

3 

— 

3 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

4 

4 

8 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  other  sites 

7 

1 

8 

Diabetes 

2 

- — 

2 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

9 

7 

16 

Heart  diseases 

15 

18 

33 

Other  diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

6 

1 

7 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Appendicitis  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

— - 

2 

2 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries  ... 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

Road  traffic  accidents 

6 

1 

7 

Other  violent  causes 

12 

1 

13 

All  other  causes 

15 

4 

19 

All  causes 

105 

57 

162 
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The  table  which  follows  gives  the  number  of  deaths  from  the 
most  important  diseases  for  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Disease 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

Heart  diseases  ... 

33 

39 

41 

34 

44 

34 

31 

22 

34 

33 

Cerebral  haemorr- 
hage and  other 
circulatory  dis- 

eases 

21 

21 

19 

18 

14 

10 

20 

6 

14 

9 

Cancer 

20 

18 

19 

19 

12 

22 

10 

1 1 

20 

23 

Bronchitis 

7 

14 



3 

4 

6 

i 

6 

2 

3 

Pneumonia 

5 

8 

4 

7 

13 

17 

2 

6 

13 

10 

Other  Respira- 

tory  diseases  . . . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

1 

Tuberculosis 

7 

11 

3 

8 

6 

8 

9 

7 

7 

10 

Influenza 

3 

3 

1 

— 

10 

2 

2 

1 

7 

9 

Suicide 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

1 

2 

Other  violence  ... 

18 

11 

10 

9 

10 

13 

6 

5 

9 

7 

Epidemic  diseases 

2 

2 

— 

6 

3 

5 

6 

6 

1 

3 

An  increase  in  deaths  from  tuberculosis  has  been  reported 
from  the  rest  of  the  country.  There  is  no  evidence  of  this  increase 
in  Kiveton  Park.  There  was  no  influenza  epidemic  in  1941  and 
deaths  from  chest  diseases  were  lower  than  usual.  There  was  a 
large  increase  in  deaths  from  violence.  These  were  mainly  due  to 
colliery  accidents. 


Age  Distribution  of  Deaths. 


Age  Group 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

Under  1 year 

13 

12 

9 

11 

13 

1 — 4 years  ... 

2 

2 

1 

6 

5 

5 — 14  years 

3 

1 

3 

7 

5 

15 — 24  years 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

25 — 34  years 

5 

5 

9 

6 

13 

35 — 44  years 

15 

13 

6 

4 

10 

45 — 59  years 

26 

38 

24 

26 

25 

60 — 69  years 

37 

48 

31 

36 

34 

70  and  over... 

58 

51 

51 

47 

59 

Total 

162 

174 

138 

147 

168 

9 


The  various  age  groups  of  the  community  have  been  differently 
affected  by  the  War.  Taken  as  a whole  the  age  groups  up  to  15 
years  of  age  have  benefited  from  the  changes  of  the  past  two  years. 
The  mortality  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  has  remained  low, 
and  deaths  among  the  older  children  have  been  fewer  in  number. 

Five  deaths  occurred  among  children  of  1 to  14  years  of  age 
in  1941.  Three  of  these  were  due  to  motor  bus  and  motor  lorry 
accidents,  and  two  were  caused  by  diphtheria. 

The  age  groups  15  to  24  and  25  to  34  years  of  age  were  particu- 
larly affected  by  the  calling  up  of  men  and  women  for  service  with 
H.M.  Forces.  Ages  above  this  level  were  solely  responsible  for  the 
increase  in  the  death-rates  in  1940  and  1941. 

The  seasonal  distribution  of  deaths,  as  might  be  expected, 
showed  more  deaths  during  the  severe  weather  in  January,  February 
and  March. 


Deaths  from  Violence. 

An  unusually  high  proportion  of  deaths  were  due  to  violence  in 
1941.  These  deaths  caused  12  per  cent,  of  the  total  number 
recorded.  Eleven  were  due  to  colliery  accidents,  one  to  a domestic 
accident  and  six  to  road  traffic  accidents.  Motor  bus  and  motor 
lorry  accidents  caused  the  death  of  three  children  of  four,  six  and 
eight  years  of  age.  One  elderly  woman  was  knocked  down  by  a 
motor  car  and  two  men  were  involved  in  collisions  while  cycling 
and  motor  cycling. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  suicide. 

Tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Tuberculosis  cases  on  Register, 
at  31st  December,  1940 

81 

22 

103 

Cases  removed  from  Register 
during  1941 

32 

7 

39 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  1941 

4 

3 

7 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  1940 

9 

2 

1 1 

Tuberculosis  Notifications,  1941 

9 

4 

13 

Tuberculosis  Notifications,  1940 

8 

4 

12 

Tuberculosis  cases  on  Register 
at  31st  December,  1941 

58 

19 

77 
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There  is  no  evidence  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
prevalence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Kiveton  Park  District  since  the 
War.  The  number  of  cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  have  remained  at  a persistently  low  level. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


Disease 

Cases  Is 

sTotified 

Cases  A 
to  the  I 
Flos 

dmitted 

solation 

pital 

Total 

Deaths 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

1941 

1940 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

43 

32 

43 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

16 

35 

14 

35 

2 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

9 

19 

9 

19 

— 

2 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

107 

489 

1 

4 

— ■ 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

58 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

37 

34 

— 

3 

5 

8 

Respiratory  Tuber- 
culosis 

9 

8 

— 

— 

4 

9 

Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  diseases  in  the  district  followed  the  trend  of  nation 
wide  epidemics  to  a very  large  extent.  There  was  a considerable 
reduction  in  measles  notifications,  but  whooping  cough  showed  a 
moderate  increase  in  prevalence.  Diphtheria  fell  to  a very  low 
level  with  only  16  cases,  and  scarlet  fever  cases  also  were  less 
frequent.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  was  much  less  prevalent  with  9 
cases  and  no  deaths,  compared  with  19  cases  and  2 deaths  in  1940. 
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There  was  an  uneven  distribution  of  the  scarlet  fever  and 
pneumonia  cases.  Scarlet  fever  was  more  frequent  in  Wales  Parish, 
and  there  was  a higher  proportion  of  pneumonia  cases  in  Dinnington. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

796  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria  in  1941,  and 
none  of  them  contracted  the  disease. 


610  children  were  immunised  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  the  schools.  These  included  43  children  under  5 years  of  age. 
135  children  were  immunised  at  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  by 
private  practitioners,  15  children  were  immunised  in  Hospital,  and 
36  evacuees  were  immunised  at  school  clinics. 


The  numbers  immunised  at  the  various  schools  were  as 
follows  : — 


School 

No.  of  Children 
Immunised 

Anston  Council  J.M.  & I.  School 

... 

... 

54 

Dinnington  Modern  School,  Boys’  Dept. 

... 

49 

Dinnington  Modern  School,  Girls’  Dept. 

... 

... 

82 

Dinnington  Council  J.M.  School 

64 

Dinnington  Council  Infant  School 

62 

Dinnington  Technical  School 

14 

Harthill  Council  M.  & I.  School 

53 

Kiveton  Park  Council  M.  School 

... 

66 

Kiveton  Park  Council  I.  School 

30 

Thorpe  Salvin  Council  M.  & I.  School 

10 

Todwick  C.  of  E.  School  ... 

10 

Wales  Council  M.  School  ... 

50 

Wales  Council  Infant  School 

32 

Woodsetts  Council  M.  & I.  School 

34 

Total 

610 
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Scabies. 

The  treatment  centre  for  scabies  cases  at  Swallownest  Isolation 
Hospital  dealt  with  83  patients  from  Kiveton  Park  Rural  District 
during  1941. 

Patients  were  conveyed  to  the  hospital  by  ambulance.  They 
were  given  baths  in  the  discharge  block  and  their  clothing  was 
disinfected  by  steam.  They  were  then  given  benzyl  benzoate 
applications  and  returned  home  by  ambulance. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  scabies  cases  in  the  area,  treatment 
was  mainly  restricted  to  the  most  severe  cases,  and  to  families 
with  inadequate  washing  facilities. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  Mr.  L.  B. 
Goddard,  Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector  : — 


Nuisance  Inspections. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  in  1941  for  nuisances  518 
Nuisances  found  in  1941  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  312 

Nuisances  in  hand,  end  of  1940  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  requiring  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  316 

Abated  during  1941  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  314 

Notices  served — Informal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  157 

Notices  served — Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  155 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  16 

Regulated  Buildings,  Trades,  etc.,  in  District.  Number  of 

Inspections. 

Common  Lodging  Houses...  ...  1 ...  15 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  9 ...  27 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  2 ...  15 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Number  of  houses  not  connected  to  sewers  ...  ...  330 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Water  Closets  4,332 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  240 

Number  of  Privies  with  open  middens  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  Privies  with  covered  middens  ...  ...  212 

Number  of  Privies  reconstructed  as  W.C.'s  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  additional  Closets  provided  for  old  property  4 


Scavenging. 

Total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  £3,431  10s.  6d. 
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Water  Supply. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  on  public  supply  ...  4,379 

Number  of  chemical  examinations  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  bacteriological  examinations  ...  ...  2 

Results  ...  All  good 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  5 

Number  found  adulterated  ..:  ...  ...  ...  None 

Diseases  attributed  to  milk  during  1941  ...  ...  None 

Number  of  cowkeepers  in  district  ...  ...  ...  73 

Total  number  of  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Number  of  milk  cows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  896 

Number  of  cowshed  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  356 

Number  of  retail  milk  sellers  registered  ...  ...  53 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  1936  and  1938. 

Number  of  licences  for  the  production  of  “ Tuberculin 

Tested  ” milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

“ Accredited  ” milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Bakehouses. 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  district  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 
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